	
	Adequate sequence generation


	Allocation concealment
	Blinding of 

care-givers & assessors
	Incomplete outcome data addressed
	Free of selective reporting
	Free of other bias
	Description of other bias

	Infusion studies

	Daniell 1973
	Unclear
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Unclear
	Unclear
	 Post randomization exclusions(data from 44 catheters), some local site reactions noted at the time of catheter discontinuation not  counted

	Tanner 1980
	Yes
	Unclear
	Unclear
	Yes
	Unclear
	Yes
	

	Bassan 1983 
	Unclear
	Yes
	Yes
	Unclear
	Unclear
	Unclear
	Post randomization exclusions (31 subjects)

	Messing 1986
	Unclear
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Unclear
	Unclear
	

	Reid 1990
	Unclear
	Yes
	Yes
	Unclear
	Unclear
	Unclear
	 Post randomization exclusions (7 subjects),  a few subjects in each group received subcutaneous heparin for DVT prophylaxis

	Intermittent flush studies

	Hamilton 1988
	Yes
	Unclear
	Yes
	No
	Unclear
	Unclear
	Post randomization exclusions (81subjects) for incomplete data, per-protocol analysis

	Shoaf 1992
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Unclear
	Unclear
	Post randomization exclusions (38 subjects) for early discharge/ or discontinued sites 

	Meyer 1995
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Unclear
	Unclear
	


Table 3: Risk of bias assessment of included studies.
